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Abstract

Kazakhstan, a post-Soviet country that began transitioning its
research system from the Soviet model to a Western one, instituted an
EU-like, meritocracy-based rewards system for publishing between
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2009 and 2012. This resulted in a sharp rise in the number of
publications between 2012 and 2020. To complement existing studies,
Scopus and Web of Science were sourced (16 February – 1 March 2024)
to assess the scientiNc productivity of afNliations in Kazakhstan,
noting that growth rate slowed to 6.1% in 2021, 4% in 2022, and 6.8%
in 2023 (relative to an average annual growth rate of 35.3% in 2013–
2020). In 2023, 20.4% of those publications were in MDPI journals.
Separately, the Scopus-indexed retractions associated with
Kazakhstani afNliations were assessed for 2013–2023. The vast
majority (26/36) of retractions were related to fake peer review, with
14 in Elsevier’s Thinking Skills and Creativity, and the highest volume
was in the 2016–2019 period. Of note, none of the 36 Scopus-indexed
retracted papers had an associated institutional email. The emphasis
on bibliometric indicators has led to an increase in manipulations and
unethical actions by individual authors. These actions were driven by
the desire to achieve personal and institutional goals, as well as
imperfections in regulatory documents and delayed or hesitant actions
of authorizing bodies. The Nndings of this study offer a unique
contemporary perspective of scientiNc productivity in Kazakhstan
while shedding light—through the prism of retractions, paper mills,
and “predatory” publishing—on the ethics of the publication process.
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Data Availability

Data is available upon reasonable request.

Notes

1. There is some disagreement in retraction volumes between
Koçyiğit and Akyol (2022); Koçyiğit et al. (2023b), despite
representing the same retraction-related data sets.

2. Source: https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-
works/content.

The practice of
self-citations: a
longitudinal
study

Article  22
February 2020

What does open
peer review bring
to scientiHc
articles? Eviden…
from PLoS
journalsArticle  30 March
2023

Policy shaping
the impact of
open-access
publications: a…
longitudinal
assessmentArticle  06
December 2023

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10805-025-09624-_20250401&utm_content=10.1007%2Fs10805-025-09624-0 02.04.2025, 15:33
Стр. 4 из 31



3. Not only did we verify, via the submission manager
(https://www.editorialmanager.com/tsc/default2.aspx), the
mandatory requirement for submitting authors (or paper mills) to
suggest three reviewers, which editors might or might not employ
for peer review, the wording of the RN “manipulation of the peer
review process” lends itself to ambiguous interpretation regarding
which aspect(s) precisely of the peer review process was
manipulated, and precisely by whom.

4. In his analysis, Kenessov (2020) calculated the number of articles
by Kazakhstani authors published in journals that have been
delisted from Scopus. Given that the majority of these journals
were deindexed due to ethical violations, we use the term
“predatory” to refer to these journals.

5. Archived at:
https://web.archive.org/web/20250000000000*/https://scholarl
yoa.com.

6. Even so, there is still a solid body of researchers from Kazakhstan
that publish in Russian journals, according to a 2000–2021
analysis (Sterligov, 2023).
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